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SCRIPTURE
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. MATTHEW

(Fr Lk 5:16)

Mt 9:1 .  And he entered into a ship (or boat),
and passed (or crossed) over, and came into his
own city (or town).

Mt 9:2 .  And, behold, they (some men) brought
to him a man sick of the palsy (or a paralytic),
lying on a bed (or mat): and Jesus seeing their
faith said unto the sick of the palsy (or the
paralytic); Son, be of good cheer (or take
heart)(or take courage); thy sins be forgiven
thee.

COMMENTARY

(30 years plus 14 months)

App 14 months into the ministry of Jesus
Mt 9:1 .  These verses (verses 1 to 8) may

have taken place about 14 months after Jesus
was baptized.  They correspond with verses in
Mk 2:1.

Capernaum is mentioned in the Bible by name
16 times.

Jesus had gone into the wilderness to pray-ref
Lk 5:16.  Sometime after that, Jesus entered
into a boat and went over the Sea of Galilee.
He came to Capernaum, which the Bible calls
his own city or town.  This had become His
new home.  He often stayed with Peter.

More information on Capernaum can be found
under Mt 8:5.

As it has been said in Mt 9:1 .  And he entered
into a ship (or boat), and passed (or crossed)
over, and came into his own city (or town).

Mt 9:2 .  While Jesus was at Capernaum, some
people brought to Him a man that was sick of
the palsy or was a paralytic.  He was lying on a
bed or cot of some type.  The people are not
identified, but Jesus could see their faith, as
well as the sick man by their actions.

Mk 2:1 indicates, that the house, and even the
doorway was packed with people.

Lk 5:19 indicates the people let him and his
couch down through the top of the roof through
the roof tiles.

As said in the commentary under Mt 8:6: The
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word "palsy" is used 11 times in the New
Testament and signifies a disease that causes
the body to be paralyzed .  Uncontrollable body
movements or tremors may also result, and the
joints can be affected.

The people that brought the sick man to Jesus
had faith that Jesus could heal him.  Otherwise,
they would not have brought the man.  Their
faith could be seen by their actions.

However, Jesus did not straightway heal the
man.

Rather, He said to the sick person first, son.
All that become the sons of God are saved.

Then after this Jesus said:  Be of good cheer,
or be grateful, your sins are forgiven .  No one
can enter heaven with sins that are not forgiven.

Jesus did not say be of good cheer, regarding
a possible healing.  Sometimes sickness can be
the result of unrepentant sin.  Sickness can
sometimes come upon a person to cause them
to seek God, and repent.

In some cases, first the problem of sin must be
dealt with.  Then healing can take place.

Sometimes sickness comes, so that God may
be glorified.

Sometimes sickness comes, and we don’t
know the reason.  When a person is lying on
their back, sick, they should be looking up.

It is a rare minister indeed that tells a person to
repent and confess their sins before praying
over them.

As it has been said in Mt 9:2. And, behold,
they (some men) brought to him a man sick of
the palsy (or a paralytic), lying on a bed (or
mat): and Jesus seeing their faith said unto the
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Mt 9:3 .  And, behold, certain (or some) of the
scribes said within themselves, This man
blasphemeth.

sick of the palsy (or the paralytic); Son, be of
good cheer (or take heart)(or take courage); thy
sins be forgiven thee.

Mt 9:3 .  Some of the scribes (or those that
copy the scrolls (or teachers of the law) had
wrong thoughts. These thoughts were from the
devil.  As a result, they believed that Jesus
blasphemed.  They lied to themselves.  They
could not believe that Jesus is the Son of God.

Often there were various teachers of the law
following Jesus and seeing His miracles and
falsely accusing Him.  There was no light in
them, only darkness.

They did this, because Jesus had forgiven the
sins of the sick man.  No one can forgive sins,
except God.  In believing that Jesus
blasphemed, they were dishonest to
themselves.  Everyone does this, but some far
more than others.  They imagine thoughts about
other people that are not true, and then they get
angry at that person.  Then the person may go
to them and ask what is wrong, and they lie, by
saying, "Nothing is wrong."

All people that do not believe Jesus Christ is
God, Who has come in the flesh, are lying to
themselves.

All people that believe they will go to heaven,
yet they have not repented, neither do they
immerse themselves in the Word of God, these
shall perish; yet, they will not believe this.

Nearly all people go to hell when they die.  Yet
does anyone really believe this will happen to
them, until it actually does?  People lie to
themselves, just as the scribes did.

As it has been said in Mt 9:3 .  And, behold,
certain (or some) of the scribes said within
themselves, This man blasphemeth.
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Mt 9:4 .  And Jesus knowing their thoughts said,
Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts?

Mt 9:4 .  This verse states: And Jesus knowing
their thoughts.

If only a person could understand that life is a
test.

Every person’s most private and intimate
thoughts are heard and understood by God.

All the evil you think about is known by God.

The deceptive reasons you do certain things
are all known by God.  Nothing is hid from Him.

Jesus asks the question: Why do you think
evil in your heart?  or why do you entertain or
allow evil thoughts in your hearts?  The
Christian is to cast down evil thoughts.

Jesus knew why they had evil thoughts.  Jesus
said this, because they had said in their heart
that Jesus blasphemeth.

Zech 8:17 uses the words: You imagine evil in
your hearts.

To entertain thoughts that are contrary to
Scripture and not cast them down by the truth of
God’s Word, is to think evil in your heart.

Jesus had said in Mt 12:34-Out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.

Jesus had confronted the scribes with their evil
thoughts, which were a result of their evil,
unrepentant heart.  He proceeds to show them
the error of their way and that their thoughts
were wrong.

He proceeded to prove He had the power to
forgive sins by healing the man instantly.

One must wonder what they thought as Jesus
revealed He even knew what they were
thinking.

As it has been said in Mt 9:4 .  And Jesus
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Mt 9:5 .  For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins
be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, (get up) and
walk?

Mt 9:6 .  But (in order) that ye may know that
the Son of man hath power (or authority) on
earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of
the palsy,) (or the paralytic) Arise, take up thy
bed (or mat), and go unto thine house (or go
home).

Mt 9:7 .  And he (the man) arose (or got up),
and departed to his house (or went home).

knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think ye
evil in your hearts?

Mt 9:5 .  Then Jesus asks the scribes another
question.  He asked, which is easier to say�
your sins are forgiven, or  rise up and walk?

The answer is simple.  It is much easier to say
your sins are forgiven, than to say to a sick
person in bed with a paralyzing disease to get
up and begin walking.

As it has been said in Mt 9:5 .  For whether is
easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to
say, Arise, (get up) and walk?

Mt 9:6 .  Next, Jesus does the impossible.  He
does what no man could do, unless they were
God.  For only God can instantly heal a person,
and only God can forgive sins.

He begins by telling the scribes (in our own
words): So that you may know absolutely,
positively, and beyond any question that He,
Jesus, has the power or authority on earth to
forgive sins, He then told the paralyzed man to
do the impossible� that is, to get up, and take
his bed, and then go to his house.

At these words, there must have been silence,
as all eyes would have been on the paralyzed
man in bed.

As it has been said in Mt 9:6 .  But (in order) that
ye may know that the Son of man hath power (or
authority) on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he
to the sick of the palsy,) (or the paralytic) Arise,
take up thy bed (or mat), and go unto thine
house (or go home).

Mt 9:7 .  The multitudes must have been
shocked.  Some of the scribes may have been
insanely mad.

Imagine the man sitting up, as everyone
looked on in disbelief.  Then he stands up and
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Mt 9:8 .  But when the multitudes (or crowd)
saw it, they marvelled (or were filled with awe),
and glorified (or praised) God, which had given
such power (or authority) unto men.

does as he was told to do.  He takes his bed
and goes to his house.

Jesus had proved He had the power on earth
to forgive sins, and thus had proved He was
God-ref Lk :21.

Jesus left and went to where He had been
staying, at Peter’s house.

As it has been said in Mt 9:7 .  And he (the
man) arose (or got up), and departed to his
house (or went home).

Mt 9:8 .  The large crowd of people saw what
happened.  They were astonished.  They
glorified God, which had given such incredible
power to men.

They saw Jesus as only a man with power.

Jesus proved, by what He said and did, that
He was God.

However, Jesus did not yet say He was God.
The people did not yet comprehend Who this
Son of man was.  Some would have thought He
was a prophet.

When such healings take place, some people
may become fearful.  Someone that has the
power to instantly heal the sick and raise the
dead may cause a person to be afraid.

While the people glorified God, the religious
leaders undoubtedly were filled with hatred.

The greatest miracle is not the healing.  The
greatest miracle is that a person can have their
sins forgiven by the blood of Christ.  Thus, he
can can inherit eternal life, if he will repent and
place his trust in Jesus and obey the Gospel.

Any person that continues to practice sin has
not repented and cannot be saved, no matter
what he or she might believe.
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Mt 9:9 .  And as Jesus passed forth from thence
(or from there), he saw a man, named Matthew,
sitting at the receipt of custom (or tax office) (or
tax collector’s booth): and he saith unto him,
Follow me.  And he (Matthew) arose (or got up),
and followed him.

Mankind does not want God.  He does not
want to repent.  He wants to do his own
thing and have his own way, with all the
pleasures of this life that is possible.

But, then, when his life is at an end, he wants
heaven, not hell.  Spiritual darkness blinds the
hearts of nearly everyone.  The Bible is clear.
The number that inherit eternal life is only a
very, very, very few.

As it has been said in Mt 9:8, But when the
multitudes (or crowd) saw it, they marvelled (or
were filled with awe), and glorified (or praised)
God, which had given such power (or authority)
unto men.

(30 years plus 16 months)

Mt 9:9 .  Jesus saw Matthew , the tax collector,
well into His ministry.  He was also called "Levi."
Matthew was sitting at the tax collector’s booth.
He was a government worker.  As a tax
collector, he would have been disliked by most
everyone.  He would have been considered by
many as the scum of the earth.  Some might
have been afraid of him, just as some are afraid
of tax collectors today.

Tax collectors were not considered to be
honest.  They were usually well to do financially.

For Jesus to call a tax collector to be an
apostle would seem to be incredible or
unthinkable.

Mt 11:18,19 reflects how people viewed Jesus
being a friend of tax collectors.

Jesus said: For John (the Baptist) came
neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ’He
has a demon.’   The Son of Man came eating
and drinking, and they say, ’Look, a glutton and
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a winebibber, a friend of tax collectors and
sinners!’

But wisdom (or what is right) is justified (or
judged, or revealed, or shown to be right, or
vindicated) by her children (or by her works, or
by its results, or by her actions)."

Again, consider what Matthew did.  He was a
government worker collecting taxes.

Jesus calls him to forsake everything and
follow Him.  Matthew then appears to have
forsaken the money he had collected for the
government.  He forsook his job.  He forsook his
friends.  He forsook everything.  He took
nothing with him, except the clothes on his
back. This, friend, is faith.

He did not consider the trouble he might be in
for leaving a government job.  He did not
consider that the Roman authorities might try to
seek him out and execute him.

He did not consider the money he had
collected, which should be turned in to the
government.

He did not make an excuse, by saying, "Jesus,
first I must go and turn in the money I collected
and give them a letter of resignation.  I must
give them a 14 day notice that I am quitting."

For those reading or hearing this, have you
made that kind of commitment to Christ?

When Matthew forsook everything, his trust
was in the Person of Jesus.

After Jesus was crucified and rose from the
dead, his trust continued to be in Jesus.

Jesus tells all that desire to be saved these
words:
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Lk 14:26, 27, 33-If any man come to me, and
hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and
children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his
own life also, he cannot be my disciple.

And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and
come after me, cannot be my disciple.

So likewise, whosoever he be of you that
forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my
disciple.

Tax collectors, even Pharisees, and the worst
of sinners can be saved, if they will repent and
place their trust in Christ.

Jesus did not come to call the righteous, (or
those that thought of themselves as good
people).

He came to call sinners to repentance.

Hell has multitudes of religious people and
people with high self-esteem.

Hell has lots of rich people that gave much
money to various organizations, including
churches.

It is the down and out people, the poor of this
world, the brokenhearted of this world that have
a far better chance of being called by God, than
the highly esteemed, highly educated, and the
rich people.

1 Sam 16:7-...THE LORD SEETH NOT AS
MAN SEETH; FOR MAN LOOKETH ON THE
OUTWARD APPEARANCE, BUT THE LORD
LOOKETH ON THE HEART.

As it has been said in Mt 9:9 , And as Jesus
passed forth from thence (or from there), he
saw a man, named Matthew, sitting at the
receipt of custom (or tax office) (or tax
collector’s booth): and he saith unto him, Follow
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Mt 9:10 .  And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at
meat (or was reclining at the table) in the house,
behold, many publicans (or tax collectors) and
sinners came and sat down with him (and were
dining with Jesus) (and ate with him) and his
disciples.

me.  And he (Matthew) arose (or got up), and
followed him.

Mt 9:10. A large feast was being held.  Jesus,
with His disciples, sat in the house.  Many tax
collectors and sinners also came and sat down.
Note the words "many ...came."  Jesus is the
"Word of God" that was made flesh.  They came
to eat, but they also came to hear and see
Jesus.

Jesus found that far more people from the
lower classes of society were receptive to His
message, than from the upper class, such as
the rich men, the Pharisees, lawyers, scribes,
and other religious groups.

The lower class recognized they needed to
repent much more than the elite of society or
the rich.

It is the same today.

Some of the most difficult people to bring to
repentance are the middle and upper classes
who go to church on Sunday, pay their tithes
and occasionally try to do some good deeds.
They are usually unsaved or lukewarm.  They
feel they have no need to repent.  They perish
with many excuses on their lips.  They are
religious, but not followers of Christ, Who is the
Word.

Some people that read the Bible, (that is a
chapter now and then, and only when it is
convenient), will find that when the Rapture
comes, that Jesus will not know them.  Though
they are sure they are saved, they will be left
behind.

As it has been said in Mt 9:10 , And it came to
pass, as Jesus sat at meat (or was reclining at
the table) in the house, behold, many publicans
(or tax collectors) and sinners came and sat
down with him (and were dining with Jesus)(and
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Mt 9:11 .  And when the Pharisees saw it, they
said unto his disciples, Why eateth your Master
(or teacher) with publicans (or the tax gatherers)
and sinners?

Mt 9:12 .  But when Jesus heard that, he said
unto them, They that be whole (or healthy) need
not a physician, but they that are sick.

ate with him) and his disciples.

Mt 9:11 .  This verse reflects that what some
considered as the scum of the earth were there,
that is, the tax collectors (or publicans).  Also
there were sinners there.

The people of the low social status were there
and also the accusing, religious establishment.

When the religious leaders saw Jesus eating
and drinking with tax collectors and sinners,
they were outraged.  It was unthinkable for a
person of a high position, such as they had, to
eat and drink with what they considered to be
the scum of the earth and the worst of all
sinners.

It sounds like the religious establishment were
trying to sow discord, as they questioned the
disciples of Jesus, by saying: "Why does your
master eat with such people as these tax
collectors and sinners?"  It appears they were
not only cutting down Jesus because He
associated with the tax collectors and sinners,
but also those that followed Jesus, that is, His
disciples.

In this manner, the religious leaders may have
also been trying to turn the disciples of Jesus
away from Him.  All that follow Jesus can expect
to be persecuted and ridiculed.

As it has been said in Mt 9:11 , And when the
Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples,
Why eateth your Master (or teacher) with
publicans (or the tax gatherers) and sinners?

Mt 9:12 .  Jesus heard what the religious
leaders were saying.  He responded with words
the religious leaders may not have understood,
but a repentant sinner would.

He told those that had ears to hear and a heart
to understand� that those that were (not sick)



Page | 12

Mt 9:13 .  But go ye and learn what that
meaneth (or means), I will have (or I desire)
mercy (or compassion), and not sacrifice: for I
am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance.

or were self-righteous in their own eyes�
these did not need a doctor.

A person that does not believe they sin, or
believes they are a good person, these are
blind regarding their sinfulness.  They are blind
to the fact that all have sinned and come short
of the glory of God.  There is no one that is
righteous, no not one.

But those that understood they were sinners
(or were sick), these did need a doctor.

Jesus is that "Doctor" (or physician) that would
take the sins of the repentant upon Him, so the
sinner could be forgiven and healed.

Then the sinner could inherit eternal life, which
is only possible through trusting in Jesus Christ.

As it has been said in Mt 9:12 , But when
Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that
be whole (or healthy) need not a physician, but
they that are sick.

Mt 9:13 .  Jesus refers to Hosea 6:6-FOR I
DESIRED MERCY, AND NOT SACRIFICE;
AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD MORE
THAN BURNT OFFERINGS.

The religious establishment focused on the
ceremonial requirements of God’s law.  They
became very self-righteous, and judgmental.

However, Jesus came to call sinners to repent.

Jesus gave Himself to be a sacrifice for the
sins of those that humble themselves and
repent.  Jesus came with mercy to those that
would humble themselves.

No sacrifice of this world, no amount of good
works, no amount of giving to the poor, no
amount of confessing to a priest, nothing can
save a person.



Page | 13

However, through the shed blood of Jesus on
the cross and His mercy , the sins of those that
will place their trust in Him and obey Him are
forgiven.

Jesus does not call those that believe they do
not sin.  He did not come to call the self-
righteous.

Jesus calls the sick to come and be healed.
He calls the sinners to repentance.

Regretfully, many say they put their trust in
Jesus, but they forsake nothing.

They do not repent.
They are not changed.
They are not converted.
They are not born again.
They do not devour the Bible, as if it is more

necessary than the food for their body.

Many religious people that have trusted in a
religion, or a pope, or some other thing or
person, or their own works, have already found
themselves condemned to a place called "hell."

If only people would repent and believe God’s
Word, so that they might be saved.  Salvation is
through faith, and faith alone in Jesus.

To reflect on how many might be saved,
consider this.  How many people do you know
that daily devour God’s Word, as if it was more
important to them than the food they put into
their mouth???-ref Job 23:12.

As it has been said in Mt 9:13 , But go ye and
learn what that meaneth (or means), I will have
(or I desire) mercy (or compassion), and not
sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous,
but sinners to repentance.
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Jesus calls the sick to come and be healed.
He calls the sinners to repentance.

Regretfully, many say they put their trust in
Jesus, but they forsake nothing.

They do not repent.
They are not changed.
They are not converted.
They are not born again.
They do not devour the Bible, as if it is more

necessary than the food for their body.

Many religious people that have trusted in a
religion, or a pope, or some other thing or
person, or their own works, have already found
themselves condemned to a place called "hell."

If only people would repent and believe God’s
Word, so that they might be saved.  Salvation is
through faith, and faith alone in Jesus.

To reflect on how many might be saved,
consider this.  How many people do you know
that daily devour God’s Word, as if it was more
important to them than the food they put into
their mouth???-ref Job 23:12.

As it has been said in Mt 9:13 , But go ye and
learn what that meaneth (or means), I will have
(or I desire) mercy (or compassion), and not
sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous,
but sinners to repentance.
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Mt 9:14 .  Then came to him the disciples of
John, saying, Why do we and the Pharisees fast
oft, but thy (or your) disciples fast not?

Mt 9:15 .  And Jesus said unto them, Can the
children (or attendants) (or guests) of the
bridechamber (or bridegroom) mourn, as long as
the bridegroom is with them?  but the days (or
time) will come, when the bridegroom shall be
taken (away) from them, and then shall they
fast.

(30 years plus 16 months)

Mt 9:14 .  Jesus had many that followed Him.
John the Baptist also had disciples that

followed him.  However, John was put in prison
and was ultimately killed.

Some of John’s disciples came to Jesus with a
question.  They wondered why they and the
Pharisees fasted OFTEN (twice a week), but
those that followed Jesus did not fast at all.

As it has been said in Mt 9:14 , Then came to
him the disciples of John, saying, Why do we
and the Pharisees fast oft, but thy (or your)
disciples fast not?

Mt 9:15 .  Jesus responded to their question.
Several points are made.  The answer involves
only those that repent and believe in Jesus
Christ . These are all the children of the
bridechamber.

The children of the bridechamber (or those
that follow Jesus) cannot fast when Jesus is
personally with them.

Fasting is a type of mourning, or we may
say, crying that Jesus IS NOT PHYSICALLY
HERE WITH US at this time.

Note the words "mourn" or "cry" when
Jesus is not physically with a person.  These
shall fast.

Fasting is a form of humbling oneself and
being broken.

It may be said, it is the opposite of pride
and self -exaltation.

However, there are some that fast openly to
be seen of men.  This is not a fast unto God.

Within this one group, there are two divisions.
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One is those that are personally with Jesus,
that is, His disciples at that time.  They cannot
mourn or cry (which includes fasting), because
Jesus is personally with them.

The other group includes all those that believe
in Jesus, but are not personally with Him, both
then and now .  These mourn or cry or have
sorrow (which includes fasting), because Jesus,
our Bridegroom, has been taken away.  The day
is coming when He will return.

Note, God’s Word did not say they should fast,
but that they "SHALL" FAST .

Any person that claims to be a Christian, but
does not fast, could be considered a person
with a very shallow understanding of God’s
Word.  One may say, this would include most
people today.  Our understanding is that most
professing Christians do not fast at all.

As the author of this commentary recalls, the
following incident occurred at a popular Bible-
teaching church.  The pastor brought up the
subject of fasting.  He suggested that those in
his congregation do a fast consisting of
forsaking one meal.  The reaction was
immediate, and it was very negative.

(Some of this material, regarding fasting, may
be found under Mt 6:16.)

(Regarding fasting,
men will not endure sound doctrine.)

Regarding fasting, this brings to remembrance
the Scriptures that say:

2 Tim 4:3-5 (paraphrased)-For the time will
come (which is right now) when they (the
people) will not endure the truth of God's
Word, which is sound doctrine .

They will have no stomach for solid Bible


